[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 8: Can a Dog Learn Human Language
(ANSWER QUESTIONS AND VOCAB)

Big Picture Questions:
· To what extent are human cognitive achievements unique, unable to be achieved by members of other species? To what extent do humans share cognitive capacities with animals?
· To what extent do you think differences in animal and human communication are differences in “kind” (so animal communication is not language), and to what extent is it just a difference in “degree” (so they are doing the same thing humans do, but just not as good)? Cite evidence from concrete research studies to support your view.
· Be able to summarize the evidence for animals having the prerequisites for language. What are some concerns that were leveled against these findings?

Vocabulary:
-fast-mapping and to what extent dogs show the ability to do so?
-modification vs. innovation
-Rico
-Chaser
-Kanzi
-lexigram keyboard
-Clever Hans
-conspecific
-innovation vs. adaptation


Articles:
· Andics et al. (2014; Current Biology) – Dog fMRI, Similar language areas for dogs and humans, Common Ancestor who had developed brain regions that respond to vocalizations OR parallel evolution
· Teglas et al. (2012) – Dog’s gaze tuned to human communicative signals
· Kaminski & Fisher (2004) – Provides evidence for fast mapping in Rico, a border collie.
· Bloom 2004 and Markman & Abeleve 2004 – counter-arguments against Rico’s abilities
· Ratcliffe et al. (2014)
